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Current Studies
» PhD Project

Title Late Indian Buddhist philosophers’ views on perceptual errors

Abstract

This project delves into the theories of perceptual error put forth by Dharmakirti (ca. 600), Prajiiakaragupta
(8"-9™ century) and Dharmottara (740-800), considering their characteristic perspectives on perception
and critiques of Brahmanical adversaries, especially the Mimamsa scholar Kumarila (ca. 600—650). It

comprises two main sections: a philological segment and a historical-philosophical one.



The philological part involves presenting a critical edition and English translation of relevant sections from
Dharmakairti’s Pramanavarttika (Commentary on the means of valid cognition, PV) and Pramanaviniscaya
(Ascertainment of the means of valid cognition, PVin), Dharmottara’s Pramanaviniscayatika (Gloss on the
PVin, PVinT) and Prajhakaragupta’s Pramanavarttikalankara (Ornament of the PV, PVA).

Building upon this textual groundwork, I will engage in philosophical and intellectual-historical
investigations. This will involve a special focus on assessing the compatibility of Dharmakirti’s notion of
perceptual error with his distinctive perspective on perception. Additionally, I will explore the intricate
interplay between the viewpoints of these Buddhist philosophers concerning these matters, particularly
those of Prajnakaragupta and Dharmottara. Furthermore, 1 will analyze how divergences between the
stances of Buddhist and Mimamsa scholars on perception and perceptual error mirror distinctions in their
epistemological, metaphysical, and soteriological standpoints.

MPhil Thesis

Title mKhas grub rje on the definition of pramana in Yid kyi mun sel

Advisor ZHOU Xuenong

This dissertation centers on the Tibetan dGe lugs pa scholar, mKhas grub dGe legs dpal bzang’s views on
the definition of pramana (Tib. tshad ma), with mKhas grub’s Yid kyi mun sel as my main piece of concern.
Historically, mKhas grub’s definition of pramana is based on his characteristic explanation of the first six
verses of the Pramanasiddhi Chapter of Dharmakirti’s Pramanavarttika and derives from his receptions
and critiques of his Indo-Tibetan predecessors. From a philosophical point of view, two epistemological
topics also play crucial parts in his definition, namely the mechanism in which pramana functions, and the
relationship between pramana and its objects. Seeking for a contextualized study of the abovementioned
topics, aside from a close study of mKhas grub’s views respectively, this paper adopts an intellectual-
historical approach in general.

Specifically, in the first chapter, I firstly examined two kinds of characteristic views in explaining the first
six verses of the Pramanasiddhi Chapter of Pramanavarttika, i.e., the points made by Devendrabuddhi and
Prajfiakaragupta, which both regard PV 2.1 and 2.5¢c as two different definitions of pramana made by
Dharmakirti. Afterwards, I focused on mKhas grub’s critiques on them, then illustrate mKhas grub’s own
exegesis on those verses, as well as his definition of pramana, i.e., the cognitive awareness which is reliable
in regard to the object it determines independently. In the following two chapters, I concentrate on mKhas
grub’s views on the determinative character of pramana, which indicates that he adopts a rather active
model of pratyaksa (Tib. mngon sum) among the Indo-Tibetan Dharmakirtians, as well as his classification
of the objects of pramana, based on which mKhas grub discusses in which sense pramana is reliable to its
objects. Besides, Devendrabuddhi and Sakyabuddhi’s views of pramanya (the instrumentality of pramana),

the model of pratyaksa proposed by Phya pa and the classification of the objects of pramana initiated from



the works of Dharmottara are also included in these chapters as the intellectual-historical background of

mKhas grub’s views.
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Chinese Native language
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